[Treatment of insulin-dependent diabetes: new therapeutics. Cellular replacement: facts and perspectives].
The replacement of insulin producing beta cells by islet transplantation can effectively control blood glucose levels in individuals with Type I diabetes. Recent improvements in clinical results were made possible by transplantation of greater islet masses and introduction of new immunosuppressive protocols, which avoid diabetogenicity. Future, widespread clinical application of islet transplantation will depend on the availability of an unlimited source of glucose sensitive, insulin-secreting tissue and less toxic immunosuppressors.